
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

SET FREE TO STAND FIRM 
IN THE NEW COVENANT

Reformation



2

ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 3, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

We can all agree that freedom is a good thing. However, it is only the gospel of Jesus Christ 
that brings true freedom. This promise of forgiveness and resurrection to eternal life comes 
only through a righteousness found in the Savior. This righteousness sets the soul free from 
slavery, free to serve God. Hold to these teachings, and “you will be free indeed.”

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red, which represents the victorious truth that is 
based on freedom through the blood of Christ.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using page 156 in the front of the hymnal.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. The Holy 
Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Hymns marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  

Divine Service II. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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DIVINE SERVICE II
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church intended to be used when Holy Communion is celebrated.

WELCOME

HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | CW 200

Please stand. 
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C):  Amen. 

DIALOGUE FOR REFORMATION from Galatians and Psalm 119

M: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever.

C: My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but I have put my hope in your 
word.

M: The Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was 
promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who 
believe.

C: Turn to me and have mercy on me, as you always do to those who love your name.
M: You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
C: May your unfailing love be my comfort, according to your promise to your 

servant.
M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 
Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are 
a son, God has made you also an heir.

C: I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your 
promise.

This dialogue was originally 
prepared for the celebration of 
the 475th anniversary of the 

Augsburg Confession in 2005.
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M: It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

C: I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.
M: May we never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your 

word.

GLORY BE TO GOD sung to the tune in CW 334

♫  All glory be to God on high!  O Lamb of God, to you we pray.
    Your name, O Lord, we glorify; You take all human sin away.
    We praise you for your peace and grace,  Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer; 
    Your favor toward our fallen race. From God’s right hand, your mercy share.

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
The Father’s glory you made known.
 We by your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen.  ♫

The Word

SALUTATION
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your 
saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Please be seated.
FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34
The new covenant centers on the forgiveness that sets us free from sin. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY - Psalm 46 |CW p.84

SECOND LESSON Galatians 5:1-6
In the freedom of forgiveness, the only thing that counts is faith in Christ Jesus.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

CHOIR ANTHEM I Am Free

Please stand.

GOSPEL  John 8:31-36
We are set free by the Son.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN OF THE DAY Salvation unto Us Has Come | CW 390 (1-5)

This hymn was one of eight 
hymns included in the first 

Lutheran hymnal in 1524. It 
quickly became the battle hymn of 

the Reformation (more popular 
than “A Mighty Fortress”).

These short responses are good ways 
for parents to teach their children in 
worship. More short responses come 

up during prayers and the 
Sacrament portion of the service.
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SERMON  –   STAND FIRM IN YOUR FREEDOM!
1. You have been freed from sin.
2. You have been freed for service.       

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  We ask 
that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which will be 
passed out during the offering. 

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 
option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you 
with our website’s giving page.

VIDEO – Materialism In place of our usual musical offering, 
devotional videos will encourage us as 
we carry out the giving portion of the 

10 for 10 emphasis.
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Please stand.
PRAYERS

M: Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your 
ongoing work of reformation in your Church.

C: Lord, to you alone be glory.

M: God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as our 
substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair.

C: For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory.

M: By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful gospel 
rescued us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and living God.

C: For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory.

M: By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees of the inspired 
Scriptures, through which you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. By 
the Scriptures you overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your teachings 
and restored to your church the message of salvation by grace alone.

C: For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory.

M: In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like sheep 
living among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from false 
teachers who twist your Word to satisfy the latest longing.

C: For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We lack 
only the zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible study.

C: For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to your Church, 
we also celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word and 
sacrament.

C: For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord.

M: We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have 
passed down to us your Word of Truth.

C: For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord.
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Special prayers and intercession

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored to your Church 
through the Reformation, we now commit ourselves to your care.

C: Be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon, O Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken) 
M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and we praise you this day for the great cloud of witnesses who have 
gone before us and by whose testimony you have fixed our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 419    
  ♫ O holy, holy, holy   ♫ Hosanna in the highest!

Lord God of pow’r and might, How truly blest is he
Your glory, earth and heaven Who in God’s name is coming
In countless ways recite. To set his people free!
Hosanna! Come and save us, He comes to bring salvation
Lord God of hosts on high, And with his blood outpoured,
And in your grace and mercy Deliver us from bondage—
Receive our fervent cry. ♫ Hosanna, mighty Lord! ♫

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting.

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. 

When Jesus said, “This 
is my blood of the new 

covenant,” many believe 
he was directly fulfilling 
the words of the prophet 
Jeremiah that we heard 

in the first reading.
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LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the 
Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 
sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 
speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 
of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 
from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 
so that you might commune with us in the future!
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

COMMUNION HYMN  Oh, for a Thousand Tongue to Sing| CW 340
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face | CW 315

Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 560

      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:      
For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!  ♫      

CLOSING PRAYER
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

 C: Amen.

BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen. 

Remain standing.
CLOSING HYMN  Salvation unto Us Has Come | CW 390 (6)

The closing hymn brings together different verses written 
by the apostle Paul on Christian unity, such as 

1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:1-6; and Philippians 2:2-4.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Typically, when the world talks about freedom, what are they talking about? How 
does that differ from God’s idea of freedom?

2. The verses of today’s Gospel are part of a larger conversation between Jesus and 
the Pharisees, starting at John 8:12 and going all the way to verse 59. Read those 
verses and write down three things Jesus says in them which draw attention to the 
fact that faith-filled freedom has always been the way to heaven.

3. Another popular reading to include on Reformation Day is Romans 3:21-31. Really, 
the whole book of Romans speaks to the idea of freedom through faith in the 
gospel of Christ. But the section from Romans 3 is especially pointed. What does 
Romans 3 add to the ideas of slavery and freedom, law and gospel, sin and grace?

4. Which Bible verse from any of the readings today brought you the greatest 
comfort? For what reason did you choose that verse over the others?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NO BIBLE STUDY THIS SUNDAY
Join us next week from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the cafeteria 

DON’T MISS THE BAKE & CRAFT SALE Nov.  3 | 9:00 AM – noon

This Sunday is your last chance to shop the Willing Workers Bake and Craft sale. In 
addition to baked goods and craft items, there are homemade pickles & jams, quarts of 
soup, freshly baked pumpkin pies, frozen take-and-bake apple pies, and more. 

JOIN LUTHERAN PIONEERS Nov. 3 | 2:00 PM

Pioneers is holding their first meeting of the year this Sunday. Parents are asked to attend 
this first meeting to discuss ideas for activities. Pioneers is a Christian, scouting-type 
organization open to girls and boys in 1st-8th grade. The group meets in the cafeteria.

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING Nov. 4 | 7:45 PM

Come hear about ministry that has happened over the last few months and what is 
planned for the future. We also have a disbursement from the Endowment Fund to 
approve and election of leaders.  Look for a set of printed reports in your mailslot.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Nov. 7 | 5:00 PM

Come enjoy some family time and get to know others in the congregation.  This will be an 
informal night of games, open gym, and pizza.  Bring cards, a board game, or a snack. 
Pizza will be served at 6:00 PM. The event corresponds with our school’s parent-teacher 
meetings, however, all families are invited.  Hope to see you there!

THANK YOU, VETERANS Nov. 13 | 9:00 AM

The students and staff of St. Paul’s Lutheran School will host a Veterans’ Day Observance 
during their regular chapel service on Nov. 13. The ceremony will include a tribute to 
veterans called America’s White Table. If you are a veteran, we hope you will attend our 
ceremony.  If you are not a veteran, we hope you will join us in honoring our veterans.  
We also ask that you help us identify veterans to whom we can send an invitation to our 
ceremony.  Please provide that information to Mr. Melso.  You can help promote our 
ceremony by picking up a flyer from the office and sharing it with the community.
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HIRING: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER

We are in need of someone to daily clean the restrooms, hallways and more.  This position 
is for 20 hours per week. For more information, please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-
4566 or facjac@charter.net. 

FOOD SHELF LOW

Thank you to those who gave to the our food pantry this week. We had another call for 
assistance this week and are still in need of many items.  You can bring your donations to 
the church office or drop them off in the bin across from the mailslots. If we receive excess 
donations, we will pass them on to the community food bank, SWEPS.  

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT - AN EVENING WITH ISAIAH Dec. 8 | 6:00 PM

Help us celebrate this advent season by hosting a table for An Evening with Isaiah. A signup 
sheet is located in the Welcome Center. You can host a table by yourself or with a friend! 
Our color theme this year is Red and White. If you are interested in attending, but don't 
want to host a table, we would love to have you as our guest! You may also sign up in the 
Welcome Center. Please be sure to include your phone number and/or email so that we 
can keep in touch. We look forward to seeing you there!

"THE CRANKY MOM FIX" Jan. 11 | 8:30-11:30 AM

Ladies, if we’re honest with ourselves, almost every mom knows she can go from being 
kind to cranky in no time flat. When we’re tired, busy, anxious, preoccupied—okay, so 
anytime, really—we tend to default to snapping and barking at the people we love best. 
But life doesn’t have to be this way. With grace and good humor, Becky Kopitzke shares 
how to tame the “Momster” in all of us.  This event is for moms, grandmas, teachers, day 
care providers, or anyone who could use a great morning with fellow "Cranky Moms". 
Tickets are available at: https://www.itickets.com/events/438968. Tickets are $10 + 
processing fee of $1.35. A light breakfast will be served. Any other questions, please feel 
free to contact Michelle Gear at michellemgear@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance: 232 Year-to-date average attendance: 242

From July 1, 2019 to October 25, 2019
Actual ministry income: $352,533
Actual cost of ministry:           $373,447  Mortgage balance:                 $1,458,978
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CALENDAR                      November 3-10

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bake & Craft Sale in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship
2:00 PM Lutheran Pioneers in the cafeteria 

MONDAY 8:15 AM Board of Elders in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Worship
7:45 PM Voters’ Meeting

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Board of Lutheran Education in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY  9:00 AM Chapel Service
5:00 PM Board of Mission Outreach in the Resource Center 
5:30 PM Handbells in the Balcony 
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Choir in the balcony
7:00 PM Contemporary choir in the balcony  

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
5:00 PM Family Fun Night in the cafeteria
6:30 PM A People Close to God in the Resource Center

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Nov. 27    Thanksgiving Worship at 6:30PM
Nov. 28 Thanksgiving Worship at 9:30AM
Nov. 30 Decorating for Christmas  Veterans Day Ceremony

Wed, Nov. 13 at 9:00AM
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